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About the University

Rajiv Gandhi University (formerly Arunachal University) is a premier institution for higher education in the state
of Arunachal Pradesh and has completed twenty-five years of its existence, Late Smt. Indira Gandhi, the then

Prime Minister of India, laid the foundation stone of the university on 4th F ebruary, 1984 at Rono Hills, where the
present campus is located.

Ever since its inception, the university has been trying to achieve excellence and fulfi
envisaged in the University Act. The university received academic rec
University Grants Commission on 28th March, 1985 and started i
recognition under section 12-B of the UGC on 25th March, 1994. Since then Rajiv Gandhi University, (then
Arunachal University) has carved a niche for itself in the educational scenario of the country following its

selection as a University with potential for excellence by a high-level expert committee of the University Grants
Commission from among universities in India.

I the objectives as
ognition under Section 2(f) from the

The University was converted into a Central University with effect from 9th April, 2007

as per notification
of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.

The University is located atop Rono Hills on a picturesque tableland of 302 acre
Dikrong. Itis 6.5 km from the National Hi ghway 52-A and 25 km from Itana
is linked with the National Highway by the Dikrong bridge.

The teaching and research programmes of the University are desi
in the socio-economic and cultural development of the State. The
graduate, M.Phil and Ph.D. programmes. The Department of Educati

s overlooking the river
gar, the State capital. The campus

gned with a view to play a positive role
University offers Undergraduate, Post-
on also offers the B.Eq. programme,
There are fifteen colleges affiliated to the University. The University has been e i

facilities to students from the neighbouring states, particularly Assam. The str
departments of the University and in affiliated colleges has been steadily increas

The faculty members have been actively engaged in research activities with financial Support from UGC
and other funding agencies. Since inception, a number of proposals on research projects have been sanctioned
by various funding agencies to the University. Various departments have organized numerous seminars, workshops
and conferences. Many faculty members have participated in national and international conferences and seminars

held within the country and abroad. Eminent scholars and distinguished personalities have visited the University
and delivered lectures on various disciplines.

The academic year 2000-2001 was a year of consolidation for the Universi
annual to the semester system took off smoothly and the performance of the students registered a marked
improvement. Various syllabi designed by Boards of Post-graduate Studies

| . (BPGS) have been implemented.
VSAT facility installed by the ERNET India, New Delhi under the UGC-Infonet program, provides Internet
access. |

ty. The switch over from the

Since inception, the University has ma

de significant progress in teaching,
development and developin g infrastructure.

research, innovationg in curriculum
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INTRODUCTION

In sociology, sociological perspectives, theories or paradigms are complex, theoretical
and methodological frameworks used to analyse and explain the objects of social study.
They facilitate organizing sociological knowledge. Sociological theory is constantl);
evolving, and can never be presumed to be complete. New sociological theories build
upon the work of their predecessors and add to them, but classical sociological theories

are still considered important and relevant.

Whereas the field of sociology itself and sociological theory by extension is
relatively new, dating to 18th and 19th centuries, it is closely tied to a much older field of
social sciences (and social theory) in general. Sociology has separated itself from the
other social sciences with its focus on society, a concept that goes beyond nation, and
includes communities, organizations and relationships. Sociological theory is not justa
collection of answers to queries about the nature and essence of society. Not only does
it provide many answers, it also offers help in putting better questions and further

developing research projects that can help understand complex social phenomena.

Like any other subject of science, it is always under development in response to
the changing dynamics of our social lives as well as the increase in sociological knowledge.
The adventure of sociological theory is comparatively new—spanning just about two
centuries. However, it is very closely connected to a long history of social thought dating

back to Greek philosophers, Roman lawyers, and Jewish and Christian religious scholars.

This period canbe termed as the prehistory of sociological theory. Their systematic way

of thinking about society laid a foundation for the sociological thought capable of
understanding and expressing the emerging complexities in society.

The learning material in the book is presented in a structured format so that it is
easy to grasp. Each unit begins with an outli.ne of the Unit Objectives followed by
Introduction to the topic of the unit. The detailed content is then presented in simple
language, interspersed with Check Your Progress questions to enable the student to

as and when he goes through each unit. Summary provided at the

test his understanding : : :
end of each unit helps in quick recollection. Questions and Exercises section is also

provided for further practice.

Introduction -

NOTES
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Material




| e
Emergence of Sociology

UNIT 1 EMERGENCE OF SOCIOLOGY

Structure

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Unit Objectives

1.2 Role of French Revolution and Industrial Revolution
12.1 Impact of French Revolution on the Emergence of Sociology
122 Impact of Industrial Revolution on the Emergence of Sociology

1.3 Origin and Development of Sociology

1.4 Intellectual Background for the Emergence of Sociology in the Western World
14.1 The Works of Intellectual Philosophers in Sociology

1.5 Summary

1.6 Key Terms
1.7 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’

1.8 Questions and Exercises
i 1.9 Further Reading

NOTES

1' 1.0 INTRODUCTION

. Sociology is the study of human social relationships and institutions. As an academic
| discipline, sociology is the study of the social behaviour including its origin, development
logy basically deals with developing a body of knowledge about

| and organization. Socio
" social order, disorder and social change. Sociology involves the study of diverse matters
racial divisions and cultures.

like crime, religion, family, state,
| The aim of sociology is to understand how human action is affected by the
" surrounding social and cultural structures. Ata personal level, sociology deals with love,
gender identity, family conflict, ageing, religious falth apd even human behaviour. At the
state level, sociology deals with crime, law, social discrimination, poverty, wealth, education
and social movements. At the global level, sociology studies war, peace, migration,

. population growth and even economic development.

11 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:

o Analyse therole of French revaluation of Industrial Revolution

o Discuss the impact of French Revolution on emergence of sociology

o Explain the nature and scope of sociology
° bescﬁbe the impact of Industrial Revolution on emergence of sociology
jghtenment as a major contributing factor to the development of

o Analyse enl _
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries

sociologyin

Self-Instructional
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The socio-political changes that were brought about by the French and fhe Industrial

. Emergence of Sociology
‘ Revolutions were not totally accepted by all. There were some who blamed French _
Enpmencs i cnien) 1.2 ROLE OF FRENCH REVOLUTION AND Revolution for having brought about social chaos and disorder Similarly, many attributed
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION child labor and fast pace of life to Industrial Revolution. Many even protested against
these adverse effects of these revolutions and these signs of social protests and NOTES
NOTES Sociology as a field of study emerged in Europe in the early nineteenth century. The

consciousness were what formed the roots of sociology.
: . e
main subjects and tenets of sociology were based on the changes that were taking plac

in the European society and politics. The European society was changing becauSB'Of
revolution, reforms, warfare, industrialization and urbanization. The three maJ_OIi
contributing factors to the emergence of sociology include French Revolution, Industria
Revolution and a period known as Enlightenment in the western world.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. What are the main contributing factors to the emergence of sociology?

2. How were changes brought into family relations by the French Revolution?
; . 3. Why were machines used during and after Industrial Revolution?
1.2.1 Impact of French Revolution on the Emergence of Sociology y g

4. Which method of communication was introduced during the Industrial Revolution?
The French revolution lasted for a period of ten years. The French Revolution is known
to be the first modern and ideological revolution of that period. Ithad a great impact 0%
the society because it changed the entire structure of the society. One of the mai?

was the elimination of social distinctio

1.3 ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
between people and the feudal lords, The power for the first time shifted into the he-mds

Sociology is a relatively new academic discip
economics, political science, anthropology,
however, have a long history and can trace

line among the social sciences, which include
history and psychology. The ideas behind it,
their origins to a mixture of common human

b f b ! i knowledge and philosophy.

brought about significant chan es in the f; um . T ;

ngh%:whlch staglt;: ¥ i ugmans o Eg?;yﬁl-)ee::l:;e eocf 1:216 ];:\clzztl%r; ség were Sociology emerged asa §01e111:1ﬁcdd1s01phne in tl.lelearl}f/‘ nmgteenth Cfentl.lry, asa
brought about in family related issues, education ag soelllas rel.igion e Frenc fundamentally new type of society based on new principles of social organization and
revolution.

new ideas of enlightenment. This led to a ch
hoped not only to understand what held so
antidote to the social breakdown. In terms o

ange in the mindset of people. Sociologists
cial groups together, but also to develop an
fscience, sociology pertains to social groups,

their hierarchies or forms of organization. It combines functions which are inclined to
The late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century also saw Industrial Revolutio™ maintain or modify these forms of organization and their inter-group network. Sociology
The Industrial Revolution began in the Jate eighteenth century in England and brot is concerned with interaction itself, A social group is a system of social interaction,
about several changes in the society. In fact, Industria] Revolution ghan dthe s0¢1¢ Sociology is interested in social relationships, not because they are economic, political,
Into what it is today. The revolutiop spread into Britaip by the ear] o th cen religious, legal or educational, but because they are social at the same time. F urther, in
and slowly spread across the entire world, At the end of the g ﬁmneteen turys b sociology we do not study everything that happens ina society or under social conditions,
world population was rapidly increasing and the demang or e(lig Aeenth, cen ing. S0, but we study culture, social relationships, their specific forms, varieties and patterns. We
more workers were needed to meet the ever increasing demprc; 2 Owt eop study the combination of relations, how they build up smaller or greater systems and
indulged in during this period was far different from the tradiggn;‘he v;,((ilr]k tfi:efe us how they respond to changes and changing demands or needs.
Sadc(:,rirgltrf)?i?isig:rlnf;iuetsl(z}r:ailso brought aboyt technologicy] \c’?arngese it the WO : Auguste Com.te in\_zented the term ‘sociology’ in.the year 1838, He wasa Fre‘nch
were beingused by people to proéscirzzzgsﬂ; uesfiﬁmency of the work force. Machi? philosopher and sociologist. Comte attempted to combine all the faculties of mankind,
efficiency. Technolo

: nCreasing t; ctt including history, psychology and econo
gical changes introduceg 5 asIng time as we]] as prodve’’

mics. His own pattern of sociology was typical
iliti use of st i hang of the 19th century; he put across the th
ilities and also fagjj: celandiron, These ¢

eory that every man had experienced the same

acilitated anq ; o betwe distinct historical stages and that the success of this progress was the solution to every
:}(:;nt:)‘l:;s Znhg hl(;icxllsmal Revolution Jed to an expansion ofthe m“:liroved‘iil’a;iso s social ill. Sociology would lead social sciences jn future. Comte defined sociology as
Revilutmn pri hiuc’ts Were moved more freelyanq i e rﬂet‘;anw?ﬂl fndu - the science of social phenomena, subject to natural nvariable laws, the discovery of
ot c, machines became the symbol of the new somety}; :1’3 bl Jution O wWhichis the object of investigation. He advocated for sociology to be used as a positive
Sl]fce le tter:mmun}xlcatlon, People coulq now ¢o Unicate inn quh-jal revo dma ¥ method as in natural sciences. He further believed that social evolution went hand in
. qu1ck1;:r:1r§ ; ; fhonly :]vayl ofcommumca o oo :r a_st tlrmgrovg o de : hand with progress, in accordance with the law of three stages. These three stages are

eright place. A ney : CAHoAuCE p the theological-military, the metaphysical-legalistic and the positive-i i
was also introduced during the e ghteenth a‘;tgoc_i of communication caled tele 9 Ty, phy g Positive-industrial laws.
communication brought people and SOcieties ¢ Nineteenth centuries. The chang {0
citi 0Ser to each hi
Self-Instructional es and markets began to emerge in citjeg other. People now s
4 Material
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Emergence of Sociology

NOTES

i i i it. Thisis
According to Comte’s hierarchy of sciences, sociology occupies the summit

: . 1 umanit)’-
because it is considered to be the most complex of sciences, as it deals withh

The systematic study of society gained prominence due Fo the uph;aval;:;l;)st:g
by the French and industrial revolutions. The intellectual community of that um: a i
to analyse and establish reasons for these rapid changes. So the study of s0 ool
emerged as a distinct discipline dealing with social order and change. Althou.gh all; o
sciences study different aspects of social life, but the approach of sociology is distin iso
is a more detailed picture explaining why things are the way they are. Sociology has 2

beyond the commonly accepted meaning of social phenomenon and understands reaélg’
asa social construction; thatis how reality gets established in the way we understant esé
Peter Bergerargued that ‘sociology is a distinctive way of thinking, a particular awaret :
of the nature of social life, an unwillingness to accept the superficial and the appar ently
obvious’.

e Durkheim wasapioneerin demonsirating scietific methodology in s0¢i0198*
In his most acclaimed work, Rules of Sociological Method (1897), he emphaSlZe’d 0
the methodology that he has described in his study, Suicide (1897).

The discipline of' sociology appeared in many universities in the 1890s. Uxbanizf‘“on
and industrialization were posing

% e
several social issues and the sociologists of those ™
were trying hard to find a scien 5

: : ir
tific solution, However, they did not succeed. It was "

impressions.

Nature of Sociology

Sociology as a branch of kn 3
: : OWledge hag ; ! . tics. I
different .frc.Jm other sciences in certaingrelslas 1ts own Unique characteristi icﬂl
characteristics helps one o understang jtg mairll)zlit& An analysis of internal
. . % aracteristioe-
® Sociology is an Independep¢ Science; [t i Tistics:
*tisnot ty

of any other science Agiaby: jedas @
-AS an ing otireated and studie
boundary anq methog, Cpendent SCience, it hag its own field ©
* Sociology is a social scj o
g 2 SClence 'gﬂ
it focuses 1ts attentj not g hvsi ‘0l sciv e,
g On on . 2 Physica] go . ocial 7 4if¢
Itisrelated to other socia] <o $50cial he avig l Sc1_ence.. AS == d Somal1 0
S ot 1al scienceg story, UL, social activities an pic ¢ !
1Saca : » politi i con 4
not make any kindtgtg\(:; ca! an a normalt)i ltl::l 1 SClence,; iology d:
butamoral, Tt jg e . o SIUd8Men; Ve discipline: Soc10™"
i - 118 etth S.Its q : s of 0
social policy or Jeg; ally neytry) t PProach is nejther moral ter? P

brﬂ“o11
£ Study’
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: - a
8islatiop o Progr 810 recommendations 01 mbw
10

good and evjj Tight g .
>mettand wro, €. Sociolg | with P
& Mmora] 4y, di gy cannot dea
Immory),

: ; Rt : ing .
been labelled as a ‘debunking science’ because a sociolo gist is interested in looking

e Sociology is a pure science and not an applied science: The main aim of

pure science is acquisition of knowledge, irrespective of whether the
knowledge is useful or can be put to use. On the other han
applies acquired knowledge into life.

o Sociology is relatively abstract and not concrete science: It is not interested

in concrete manifestation of human events. It is more concerned with the form of

human events and their patterns. For instance, sociology is not speci

concerned with wars and revolutions but in the general social phenom
types of social conflict.

fically
ena, as

e Sociology is not based on particular subjects or individuals, but is a general
science: Sociology tries to find out general laws or principles about human
interaction and associations about the nature, forms, content and structure of

human groups and societies. It adopts a general approach on the basis ofa study
of some selected events.

e Sociology is a rational and empirical science: There are two broad ways of
approach to scientific knowledge, one is empiricism and the other is rationalism.
Empiricism emphasizes experiences and facts that result from observation and
experiment. Rationalism stresses reason and theories that result from logical
inference. In sociological inquiry, both are significant.

Scope of Sociology

According to Morris Ginsberg, the scope of sociology includes a broad study of human
interactions, their conditions and consequences. Some writers would restrict its scope to
the relations arising out of acts of will, but this is an unjustifiable and unworkable limitation.
Many interactions between individuals are not consciously determined or apprehended.
One of the most interesting problems confronting the student of society is to determine

the respective roles of reason or rational purpose and of impulse and the unconsciousness
in social life.

In this case, sociology must be capable of dealing with the complete issue or
network of social relationships. Since these relati onships are assumed to be dependent
on the nature of individuals; (i) to one another, (ii) to the community, (iii) to the external
environment. This can be explained if every social event can be traced back to its ori gin,
as influenced by complex interactions. A combination of these interactions is comprised
within a community, with respect to external influences. But this ideal, if generously
conceived, is clearly too ambitious. Sociology involves a systematic and objective study
of human society. Sociologists study individuals’ social actions. Social relationships, for
instance, those between a husband and a wife, a teacher and a student, a buyer and a
seller and social processes, namely, co-operation, competition, conflict and organizations,
communities and nations and social structures (family, class and state), give rise to
sociological queries. Explanations that are derived from norms and values result in the

formation of social institutions. Thus, sociology can be defined as the study of social life,
Sociology comprises a variety of apprehensions and interests. It is aimed at providing
classified forms of relationships within societies, institutions and associations. These

relationships pertain to economic, political, moral, relig

ious and social aspects of human
life. Though, so far no collective agreement has been reached on the essence of sociology,

y of interaction systems, which
rder. Therefore, in sociology we
tions and culture,

shape social institutions, the state and the non-native o
study about social organization, social structure, institu

acquired
d, applied science
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Emergence of Sociology

NOTES

Sociology was defined differently by two schools of thought, pertaining to its range and
theme:

(i) Formal school

The formal school defined sociology as a social science that has definite charactenstlcS&
This school was advocated by George Simmel, Ferdinand Tonnies, Alfred Vierkandt an

Leopord Von Wiese. On the other hand, the synthetic school with Durkheim, HOt?hO“se
and Sorokin attempted to bring together a type of coordination among all social sciences.

The formal school supported the idea of giving sociology a suitable subject mafter
to make it a distinct discipline. It stressed on the study of forms of social relationshlps
and considered sociology as independent. Simme] defined sociology as a specific SOC}al
science that describes, organizes, analyses and visually explains the forms of so.Clal
relationships. To put it in a different Wway, social interactions should be classified %nto
various forms or types and analysed. Simme] argued that social interactions have various
forms. He conducted researches on formal relationships like cooperation, competition;
sub and super ordinate relationships, etc. He said, ‘however diverse the interests aré
that give rise to these sociations, the forms in which the interests are realized may yﬁt_be

identical.” His main emphasis was to conceptualize these forms from human relationshipS
which are not affected by different scenarios. Vierl:

; . andt believed that sociology Sk}oulg
pertain to people being extremely attached mentally or psychically. Von Wiese belieVe
Associative processes that are related to ¢
(i1) Disassociate processes like competition and ¢

Additionally, a blend of associative and
of these processes can be further segregated i

onflict.

ld never pe .
Complete if it ; : in isolat10
the termg hy¢ t1s carried out in

) . . . 2 i no

the _oflly branch of socia] scienceg that focuse o G S

Political science and international law algq stufioth
y the

study social sciences ag a Separate entity from, th
Othe

. . . i 6
same. Since it is not possiP
sociology is not practical.

I sciences, the concept of P
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© types of social relationsh Po

(ii) Synthetic school of sociology

The synthetic school defines sociology as a combination of social sciences.

It stresses on widening the range of sociology. Durkheim divided sociology into
three main sections, these were, social morphology, social physiology and general sociology.
Social morphology pertains to the lifestyle of people on the basis of their location or
region. It comprises of factors like population, density, distribution, etc. One can further
divide this into two categories, (i) analysis of density and type of population that influences
social relationships and social groups and (ii) learning about social hierarchy or details
related to the main categories of social groups and institutions, along with their operation,
Social physiology deals with the origin and character of different social institutions, namely
religion, morals, law, economic institutions, etc. The prime objective of general sociology
is to frame general social laws. Efforts are still on to find out links between different
types of institutions that are treated independently in social physiology and the possibilities
of emergence of general social laws as a by-product. Hobhouse, a British sociologist,
defined sociology as a field of science which focuses on the whole social life ofman. It

relates to other social sciences in a way that can be regarded as a blend of mutual
exchange and stimulation. Karl Mannheim has explained sociology in terms of two key
divisions, systematic and general sociology and historical sociology. Systematic sociology
provides a methodical review of the main factors of coexistence, such that they are
evident in every kind of society. Historical sociology deals with the historical array and
existence of general forms of the society. This can be divided into two sectors,
comparative sociology and social dynamics. Comparative sociology basically deals with
identical historical changes and tries to highlight the general features by comparing them.
Italso separates general features from industrial features. Social dynamics is concerned
with the interrelations that exist among different social factors and institutions in a given
society, for example in an ancient society. Ginsberg has combined the main features of
sociology in a way that they classify the different types and structures of social relations,
specifically those that are clearly specified as institutions and associations. He tried to
find connectivity between various parameters of social life, for example, economic,
political, moral and le gal, intellectual and social elements. It attempts to make the basic

conditions of social change and persistence simpler and evaluates the sociological principles
that influence social life.

Thus, on the basis of the viewpoints of many sociologists, the scope of sociology
canbe generally defined. To begin with, sociology should be concerned with the analysis
of various institutions, associations and social groups, which have resulted from socia]
relationships of individuals. The second step is an understanding of the different the links
between various sections of the society. This objective is catered to by the functionalist
school of sociology, as required. The Marxist school also exhibits the same opinion.
Thus, the main area of discussion of sociology pertains to social structure. Sociolo
should also focus on aspects which are important in bringing about social stability and

social change. Finally, sociology should also tackle issues related to the changes in pattern
and the consequences of societal changes.

Sociology as a Science

The nature of sociology as a science has become
not support the ideology of sociology being reg
sciences. Sociology can be regarded as a scie
systematic methodologies of examination anda

acontroversial issue. Some critics do
arded as a science like all other social
nce since it comprises objective and
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_ : ot be Thus it can be said that science is a way to find out the truth and if sociology Emergence of Sociology
Emergence of Sociology social reality, on the basis of empirical data and explanat_lon. .Howe\_/er_, it cann A involves application ofa range of techniques and methods in the i ght manner, then it wil
directly compared to natural sciences, since human behaviour is not similar to na achieve a scientific character.
sciences. A science may be defined inat least two ways: S Human social activities can be observed through scientific exploration just like
e Abody of organized, verified knowledge which has been secured through scientitic any other natural phenomenon. This exploration uses scientific techniques such as: scales NOTES
Abody of org g y p p q
NOTES investigation ' of sociometry, schedule, questionnaire, interview and case history. These, in turn, apply
e A method of study whereby a body of organized and verified knowledge is quantitative measurements to somal.phenomenon. Hen'ce, th.ey can be compared to the
discovered technique of experimentation. Sociology attempts to identify the types and forms of
: AL ) Jdascience, social relationships, especially of institutions and associations. It tries to establish the
i Ho:\l/levtelzlr, if ﬂlctahﬁrtsjctdeﬁmtnom; agcep;ed, thep scémol((i)gy c?n lzle liirmel ;ge - fer relations between different factors of social life. It also involves the deduction of general
ased on the theory that it creates a bo Y o1 organized and verifie owle ’ : - ial. es : .
scientific investigation. To the extent that sociolo forsak folklore and wishful la\ys Fhrough a systematic study ofits matepal The outcome of the study of sociological
N ik . oo 08y forsakes myth, 0550 e s principles is used as a means to resolve social problems. Consequently, sociology can be
thinking and bases its conclusions on scientific evidence, it is a science. If scien 5 compared to a science like social psychology, clinical psychology and other sciences that
defined as methods of study, then sociology can be defined as a science because it Use

581 ; relate to the existence of mankind. A sociologist can also make optimum use of two
scientific techniques of study.

other fundamental techniques of scientific reasoning, which are observation and
comparison. Sociology can also be used in the building of laws and for futuristic

knowledge, for people through the ages have been guided mainly by folklore, norms calculations. These laws are usually relevant and are independent of cultural changes.
values and anticipations Recently, very few people accepted the idea of systemati® Sociology also explains cause-effect relationships by the analysis of social procedures
observations and analysis. W.F. Ogburn_ an American sociologist, opines that sociology and relationships.

is a science. According to him, science is to be judged by three c;1ter1a

ek Importance of Sociology
e The reliability of its body of knowledge

o Its organization The discipline of sociology is recognized widely today. Nowadays, there is growing

realization about the importance of the scientific study of social phenomena and means
e ]ts method

of promoting what Giddings calls ‘human adequacy’. It is of great value in modern
ociology depends on reliable knowledge, Thus, soc ological studies ofp opulaﬁon’ complex society.

» the process of social changes are e Sociology makes a scientific study of society: Sociology has made it possible

econdly, disjointeq collection of facts cannot b° to study society in a systematic and scientific manner. Scientific knowledge about
science. Science §h0uld be organizeq and the organiyaf: . ests upo human society is needed in order to achieve progress in various fields,
relationships Sociology provides ascope for lnterg zation of science r

° Sociology throws more light on the social nature of man: Sociology delves
deep into the social nature of man. It tells us why man is a social animal, why he
odinits studies and jnvesti gatioﬂs' lives in groups, etc. It examines relationships between individuals and the society.

e Sociology improves our understanding of society and increases the power
of social action: The science of society assists an individual to understand himself,

i his capacities, talents and limitations. It enables him to adjust to the environment,
experiment and predict in the sa;ne Wér:; 1;1110 denying te fact that sociology €2 Knowledge of society, social groups, etc., helps us to lead an effective social life.
behaYlour and relationships are Peculiar \Xhlc Physical sciences do because hl_lfr:l ° Sociology has contributed generously to enhance the value of human
possible as man has his oy Prejudiceg amlil b-unceftaln. Objectivity in sociology 1* 25 culture: Sociology has trained us in building a rational approach to questions that
itis t0o vast and human mg fivations o, 138. Socia] Phenomena cannot be €X2 concern ourselves, our religion, customs

about human behavioyr. © Complex

i o , etc. It teaches one to have an object-
1is difficult to make pre

oriented and balanced approach. It emphasizes the importance of ignoring petty
But such objectives Hiised e y personal prejudices, ambitions that are influenced by ego and envy.
does make use of scientific methodg inthsocmlogy dSascience are refutable. SoCiolo e Sociology studies the role of institutions in the development of the
does not support laboratory eXPerimeng Sdy of jtg Subject matter. Though soci'O 00 a8 individual: The home and family, school and education, church and religion,
such as the measures of sociome o :, Yetitdogg employ the techniques of sc%eﬂ o states and government, marriage and family, etc., are important institutions through
These relate measures of Quantity V;ith e le’ qUestionnaire, interview and case D15 015 e which a society functions. Furthermore, they are conditioners of an individual’s
zszisoﬁbser.vatxor.l an_d corflpgﬁson. Socioll(i1 Momenop, Moreover, a sociologi?t 2 g0 knowledge of sociology.
o theov%z :1 2 (S:zir(l:t;ﬁlct (Ciizzlsp?ne Which obeys t‘;léne;‘;es cause-effef:t relationsilr‘;lgiied ° Sociological.knoyvled‘ge is indi_spensable for understandin'g and planning
connectivity betweey differe;les the forp, 0f Socia] rel‘i;ifis of Yahd1ty that alre1 e thz of the society: Sociological planning has been made easjer by sociology. Sociology
S Social Order, considered sociols(? SOt Cial life Ob:;tn}Sgl.nps and.det? rI;oo ] i Selfeinstrugtional
% A;g{;if,".;t]’ uctional gyasg S0cig] and nog lerstedt in his
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E e of Sociology is often considered a vehicle of social reform and social organization. It play.
mergenc : : >
important role in reconstruction of the society.

o The need for sociology in underdeveloped countries: Sociologists. have

drawn the attention of economists regarding the social factors that have contnb}lted

NOTES to the economic backwardness of a few countries. Economists has now rgallzed

the importance of sociological knowledge in analysing the economic affairs 0fa
country.

o Study of society has helped several governments to promote the welfare
of tribal people: It is not only civilized societies, tribal societies also have Se\""_ral
socio-economic problems. Studies conducted by sociologists and anthrop010$1Sts
regarding tribal societies have helped many governments in undertaking various
social measures to promote the welfare of tribal people.

Sociological Methods
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in terms of the actions of individuals. His central concept for this purpose is ‘social Emergence of Sociology
action’. He analyses the organizations of individuals in different positions on the basis of

their levels of motivation. These, in turn, rest on subjective meanings which persons

attach to the things and other persons in their environment. On this basis, he examines

the relation between different forms of authority, social organizations and economic NOTES
distribution of rewards. He is pessimistic about the bureaucratic form of domination that

is found in modern society. In his view, itis a very stable form of domination of powerful
interests.

Sociology differs from most of the natural sciences in dealing with a phenomenon,
which is often difficult and sometimes impossible to measure or calculate, or to subsume
under relations of causality. However, this does not involve a total divergence in the
methods of inquiry. It involves considering the limits of sociological enquiry and assessing
what can be practically achieved. In sociology, five important methods or approaches
can be distinguished, they are as follows.

e Historical Method: This method has taken two principal forms. The first is that
of early sociologists, influenced by the philosophy of history and afterwards by
biological theory of evolution. This approach involves a certain order of priorities
in the problems for research and theory. It concentrates on problems of the origin
of development and transformation of social institutions, societies and civilization,
Itis concerned with the whole span of human history and with all major institutions
of society, as in the work of Comte, Spencer, etc. In Marx’s view, the most
important thing about people is their practical activity. The way people produce
for themselves, gives shape to other aspects of their society and culture. In this
way, they relate to nature and to one another in society. These are the most
fundamental sets of relations. These sets of relations change and develop over
the course of history. They change from one ‘mode of production’ to another.

® Comparative Method: This method was considered the method par excellence
of sociology for long. It was first used by evolutionist sociologists, but its use did
not involve a necessary commitment to an evolutionary approach. Durkheim, in
the Rules of Sociological Method, clearly explained the significance of the
method. After claiming that sociological explanation consists entirely of the
establishment of causal connections, he observes that the only way to demonstrate
that one phenomenon is the cause of another is to examine cases in which the
two phenomena are simultaneously present or absent. Thus it is to be established
whether one does depend on the other, or not. In many natural sciences the
establishment of causal connections is facilitated by experiment, but since
experiment is impossible in sociology, Durkheim suggests the use of the method
of indirect experiment, i.e., the comparative method.

* Functionalist Method: In sociology, this method first emerged in the form ofa
response against the approach and assertions of evolutionists, It criticized the
immature and outward application of the comparative method and the methods of
‘conjectural history’. These methods used data that was neither verified nor
systematic, on ancient societies, for the reconstruction of early stages of human
social life. The functionalist method also criticized the objective or claim made by
evolutionists to present the complete social history of mankind in scj

century. Durkheim defined the function ofa social insf;
between it and the needs of social organism,.
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NOTES

o Formal or Systematic Method: Formal or systematic sociology repr?s‘fnti’:tsa
reaction against the evolutionary and encyclopedic science of early soc10 Ogh t(;
Its originator was George Simmel and it remained largely a German approac ).
sociology. Simmel argues that sociology is a new method, a new way of logklﬂi .
facts which are already treated by other social sciences. According to hlrp, t y
new approach consists of considering the ‘forms’ of sociation or interaction, @
distinguished from the historical content. Sociology is therefore also concer® |
with forms of interaction which have not been studied at all by traditional SOC&?e
sciences. These forms appear not in major institutions, such as the states !
economic system and so on, but in minor and fleeting relationships betwe®
individuals. .
e Structural Method: Claude Levi-Strauss proposed the structural method; Le‘\:;—
Strauss offered new insights of analysis. According to Edmund Leach, Le

Straus has provided us with a new set of hypotheses about familiar material W;
can look again at what we thought was understood and begin to gain entirely ne_m
insights’. The structural methoq began to have a certain influence, pafﬁCUIarly
renewing the discussion of the concept o

f'social structure.
\ /
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1.4.1 The Works of Intellectual Philosophers in Sociology

The European intellectuals and thinkers during this period developed the tenets of: sociology
and tried to explain the socio-political changes that were taking place around them. They
also tried to explain whether these changes were good for the society or not. These
intellectual philosophers were Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Georg Simmel, Karl
Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber. These intellectual philosophers later came to
be known as the classical theorists and founders of sociology.

1. Auguste Comte (1798-1857): Auguste Comte was a French Philosopher who
came to be known as the Father of Sociology. Auguste Comte used science to
understand and explain the changes taking place in the French society and coined
the term sociology. He described the study of society through his scientific approach
and considered sociology to be a branch of natural science. He believed that the
society progressed through three stages: theological, meta-physical and positive.
According to Comte, the positive stage was a scientific stage that explored the
natural laws governing social changes. It was during this stage that order could
be restored in the society. He developed the philosophy of positivism to understand
the social world through a scientific approach. According to him, positivism enabled
one to understand how a phenomenon occurred and not how. Comte was also of
the opinion that using the scientific approach, people could understand how social
changes affected their everyday lives.

2. Herbert Spencer (1820-1903): Herbert Spencer was an English sociologist
and philosopher who played a major role in the intellectual development of sociology
in the nineteenth century. He believed that sociology was evolutionistic and has
evolved like organisms do. The main focus of his study was on the evolutionary
growth of the social structures that make up the society. According to Spencer,
evolution began in the inorganic world of matter and later went through the organic
or living world of the plants or animals and ended in the human and social world.
He believed that society also went through these phases and followed the same
natural law of evolution that living beings did.

3. Emile Durkheim (1858-1917): Durkheim was a French sociologist. He tried
to establish sociology as an independent and distinct science. He is considered as
the builder of sociology. Durkheim was a modemn philosopher who attempted to
study the reality of society. According to him, the reality of the society was a
group and the social changes that take place around the group. He studied the
society objectively, empirically and factually which none of the philosophers wanted
to do. Durkheim considered sociology as the study of social facts. According to
him social life could be analysed only in terms of social facts which externally
affected an individual, a group and finally the society.

4. Max Weber (1864-1920): Max Weber was a German sociologist and philosopher,
He contributed to the evolution of sociology as a science. According to Weber,
the basic unit of the society was an individual and it was essential to scientifically
analyse the behaviour, emotions, actions and relationships of an individual. He
believed in interpretative understanding of the society. According to him, the ajm
ofa social scientist was to study the inner meaning of a social phenomenon, He
considered social actions and human relationships to be qualitative and not
quantitative and so suggested that these must be interpreted. According to Weber,

empathy and objectivity were required for the interpretative understanding of any
social phenomenon.

Emergence of Sociology
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S. Karl Marx (1818-1883): Karl Marx was a German writer, thinker and critique.
Karl Marx mainly studied about the issues that were faced by people in the
society. According to him, people in all societies struggled to live in the society
and their struggles brought about several changes in the society and in the manner
in which the people behaved with each other. Thus, he believed that the struggle
of the people in the society also affected the relationships and actions of the
people. He studied about social issues like class formation, class distinction,
exploitation, poverty, alienation and social changes.

6. Georg Simmel (1858-
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of socialization and so
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and hence could not be called a science. According to some philosophers, society,
relationships and human behaviour could not be putina laboratory and expe
upon. Sociology also did not qualify as a science because it could not make
predictions. Since sociology dealt with human relationships and human behaviour, it was
not easy to collect data for the same and predict the results. Also it was not possible to
predict how a certain human would react or behave to a social change and so sociology
was called a behavioural science and not a natural science. Another reason why sociology
did not qualify as natural science was the fact that sociology could not make accurate
measurement. It was not possible to accurately determine and measure the human
behaviour or relationships which were qualitative and not quantitative. Lack of
generalization in sociology was another reason why it could not be called a science. The
reason why generalization was not possible in sociology was because no two individuals

were alike and so human behaviour, relationships differed and were uniform and universally
applicable,

human
rimented
accurate

Thus sociology evolved as a social science and not a natural science. As a scientific

discipline, sociology emerged as a positive, pure, abstract, generalizing, rational and
empirical science.

Thus, the intellectual philosophers were able to develop sociology as a scientific
discipline. The study of these philosophers proved that the scientific study of society
was possible only through a sociological analysis. They developed sociology to understand
and analyse the various social problems that the people faced. Sociology according to
these philosophers studied groups, cultures and societies comparatively. Sociology also
emerged as a discipline that studied a wide range of social issues and how these affected
the lives of the people and thus the society as a whole.

CHEcK YOUR PROGRESS

8. What was the main aim of the philosophers of Enlightenment?

9. Who studied sociology purely on the basis of human relationships?
10. Who studied the social issues in sociology and what were the issues?
11. What is the nature of sociology as a science?

1.5 SUMMARY

e The emergence of sociology as a discipline can be traced back to the nineteenth
century. Thus, sociology is not a very old field of study.

e The idea behind the emergence of sociology was to enable people to understand
why the society functions the way it does.

e Sociology being the study of social relationship
all levels of the society as well as the life of ah

level, it deals with personal issue; at the soci
the society has to face daily.

s and institutions can be studied at
uman being. While at the individual
ety level, it deals with the issyes that

e There were several factors that contributed

to the development of sociology a
discipline. e
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E Sociol,
Emergence of Sociology e Sociology is a field of science that flourished during the first part of the 19th 1.7 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’ oen ge"c:e of Sociology

century. It came into existence as an academic response to modernism. Since
transportation and communication facilities have become increasingly advanced, 1
itis easier for people in different parts of the world to stay connected.

e Sociology should cover the complete network of social relationships. Itis presumﬁd 9
that these relationships depend on the position of individuals in the hierarchy of
relations, with respect: (i) to one another, (ii) to the community and (iii) to the

. The main contributing factors to the emergence of sociology are French revolution,

Industrial revolution and Enlightenment. NOTES
NORES . The French Revolution brought about changes in family life by introducing civil

marriage and divorce.

3. Machines were used for production of goods during and after Industrial revolution

al envi 4 : ol . .
extern: l. n?nronment because these increased the productivity while at the same time reduced the
e For achieving a perfect sociological rationalization, it is important to reach the time, manpower and money required.

roots of every social event with respect to the vital and psychological caPacities

ofindividuals. These capacities may be influenced by conplex interactions which 4. Telegraph as a means of communication was introduced during the Industrial
: omplex in

are a vital constituent of the community, which is connected to the externd revolution ) - ‘olooi i i
environment. If this ideal i generously conceived. jtis ¢ oo 5. Inthe opinion of W.E. Ogburn, an American sociologist, sociology was categorized
o WE.Ogburn T » 1115100 ambitious. 1obe as adiscipline of science because it fulfilled the following three criteria:
fl 5 at sociolo i ; : i i
judged by three criteria: Sdascience. According to him, science s e Thereliability ofits body of knowledge
o Thereliability ofits body of knowledge e Itsorganization
o ltsorganization e Itsmethod
0 Itsmethod . " G ; " AN
S 6. Objectivity is not possible in sociology as man has his own prejudices and bias.
ciolo ers 8 " 1
b-vins argey s dlfﬁ(::rlrlllflazfit Soof rLhee natural sciences in dealing with phenOmeIl ' 7. Weber viewed the development of modern society as a much less orderly affair

and is rather pessimistic about the possibility of discovering some means of
al}ty However, this does not involve 2 ° harmonizing its present condition.

8. The main aim of the philosophers of enlightenment was to make people aware of
* Insociology, five important me

o0 their thinking capabilities. The philosophers wanted the people to think critically
as follows: thods or approaches can be distinguished, they and act and solve their problems on their own instead of waiting for God to solve
0 The historical methoq the problems.

0 The comparative method

0 The functionalist methoq 10. Karl Marx studied the social issues while working on the evolution of sociology.
0 The formal or Systematic methoq

o Th The various issues he studied were class formation, class formation, class distinction,
€ structural method alienation, poverty and social changes.

9. George Simmel studied sociology only on the basis of human relationships.

ghteenth cep _ e 11 Sociologyasascience is a behavioural science. Sociology unlike natural sciences
social and politica] cliges ttlllll'y and early tineteenth century, there were 'seV ¢ e

i i iti i mpirical science.
at t.ook place in the western world includlng 1s social, positive, pure, abstract, rational and e p

g2 social chang
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and thus emergeq 0 Study about the causes and effects of the P
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dy of socie g
. X and t . i0l0 . 4
today, is practiceq as adiscipline and e changes taking place in it. Soc10l g 1. Briefly describe the role of French Revolution on the emergence of sociology.

even of
faught to students across the W 2. How did Industrial Revolution contribute to the emergence of sociology? State in
1.6 KEY TERMg e
s 3. Briefly state the views of Auguste Comte on sociology.
* Enlightenmen; AFuro !

- : Pean inte]] 4. How did Max Weber study sociology?
eight ec
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® Metaphysical; Metaphysicg ; and ndividualism rather than tr@ o
damental nature ofbein SIS a branch of phll i ti atlﬂg
gand the w4 that enc i e
Ompasses it.

Short-Answer Questions

Self-Instructional
18 Material

Self-Instructional
Material 19




Emergence of Sociology

NOTES

Long-Answer Questions

1. Is sociology a science? Support your answer with arguments.

2. Explain the work of philosophers of the Enlightenment and how sociology emerged
based on their works.

3. Discuss the different sociological methods.
4. Analyse the nature and scope of sociology.

‘/
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UNIT 2 AUGUSTE COMTE

Structure

2.0 Introduction

2.1 Unit Objectives

2.2 Comte and Positivism

2.3 Hierarchy of Sciences

2.4 Summary

2.5 Key Terms

2.6 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’
2.7 Questions and Exercises

2.8 Further Reading

2.0 INTRODUCTION

Asaphilosophical ideology and movement, positivism first assumed its distinctive features
in the work of the French philosopher Auguste Comte, who named the systematized
science of sociology. It then developed through several stages known by various names,
such as Empiriocriticism, Logical Positivism and Logical Empiricism and finally in the
mid-20th century flowed into the movement known as Analytic and Linguistic philosophy.
In its basic ideological posture, positivism is worldly, secular, anti-theological and anti
meta-physical. '

In his three stages, Comte combined what he considered to be an account of the
historical order of development with a logical analysis of the levelled structure of the
sciences. By arranging the six basic and pure sciences one upon the otherin a pyramid,
Comte prepared the way for Logical positivism to ‘reduce’ each level to the one below.

2.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
e Analyse the science of sociology theory propounded by Comte
e Discuss the law of human progress discussed by Comte
e Elaborate on the hierarchy of sciences proposed by Comte
° Understand social statics and dynamics as analysed by Comte

2.2 COMTE AND POSITIVISM

Auguste Comte was born in France in 1798 during the height of the French Revolution,
a period of chaos and unrest. His parents were devout Catholics and ardent royalists.
Comte was a brilliant student excelling in physics and math with an unusual memory,
His early career was poorly organized and a rather self-destructive affair in which he
proceeded to ‘shoot himself'in the foot’ several times. Along with 14 others he wag
expelled from school after a student uprising over a geometry instructor, thus dashing
hopes of an otherwise promising academic career.

Auguste Comte
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He did, nonetheless, manage to become secretary to Henri St. Simon, aﬂ?ther
prominent thinker with whom Comte shared many ideas. He met, and later mamed_’t;
nineteen-year-old prostitute but had an unhappy married life. He had a falling out -
St. Simon and organized on his own a subscription series of lectures on the ‘POSlt‘:g
Philosophy’. Comte attempted suicide by throwing himselfinto the Seine and was rescd

bya passer-by. Comte interpreted this Samaritan act as sign that his mission in life W2
to complete and disseminate his positive philosophy.

In 1829, Comte completed the series of lectures, and between 1830 and 1842,

published his Cours de Philosophie Positiye i six volumes. In 1832, he managed®®
achieve a minor appointmen

tatthe Ecole Poly-technique, but, in 1844, he wrote a scathl’é
article on St. Simon and the E et
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Comte maintained that the positive science of. society called sociology must pursue
the method which was followed by definite sciences like astronomy, physics, chemistry,
and biology. He insisted that the new science must be positive. Posit
scientific methods of analysis and prognosis. The method of: sociology
as well as experimentation. Observation must be guided by a theory o
Experimentation is controlled observation. In sociology, experimentation involves the
study of pathological cases. According to him, central to s

ociology is the comparison of
different co-existing states of human society on the various parts of the earth’s surface.

By this method, he argued, the different stages of evolution may be allowed once. These

conventional methods of science, like observation, experimentation and comparison, must
be used in combination with the historical method.

ive means pursuing
includes observation
fsocial phenomena.

Law of Human Progress

The law of human progress is one of Comte’s the most important central ideas. He
proposed that the evolution of the human mind is parallel to the evolution of any individual
mind. The development of the individual human organism is termed as ontogeny. This
forms the basis for the development of phylogeny or the development of the human

race. In our childhood, we all believed in imaginary worlds; when we become adults, we

start accepting the world with its vices and virtues. Mankind has also undertaken quite a
similar journey; from believing in the make-beliefto the maturity of adulthood.

According to Comte:

Each of our leading conceptions—each branch of our knowledge passes
successively through three different theoretical conditions: the Theological or
fictitious; Metaphysical or abstract; and the Scientific or positive. In theological
state, human mind, seeking the essential nature of beings, the first and final
causes (the origin of purpose) of all effects supposes all phenomena to be
produced by the immediate action of supernatural beings. In Metapysical state
the mind supposes abstract forces, veritable entities (that is personified
abstractions) capable of producing all phenomena. In the final, the positive
state, the mind has given over the vain search after Absolute notions, the
origin of destination of the universe, and the causes of phenomena, and applies

itself to the study of their laws, that is, their invariable relations of succession
and resemblance

eptions, whether general or special,
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The three stages suggested by Comte have a strong idealistic basis. Yet he -
correlated every stage of evolution of the human mind with social organizations present
in that period. The theological stage that corresponds roughly with the ancient age is
dominated by the rule of the army and priests. In the metaphysical state, society was
dominated by clergy and lawyers. This state roughly falls during the Middle Ages and
the Renaissance. The modern era marks the beginning of the positive state and is generally
ruled by industrialists and scientific moral guides. In the first state, the family takes
centrestage, while in the second, the State rises to prominence. In the third state, however, -
the entire civilization has become an operative social unit.

Auguste Comte
Auguste Comte

It is clear that theological state implies a belief in divine and extraterrestrial forces.
Comte has classified the theological state further in three stages:

Fetishism: The first and primary stage in the theological state is that of fetishism.
Fetishism is a belief that there is some living spirit in non-living objects. This is als0
known as animism. The concept of animism signifies that the inanimate objects are 00t
dead but are possessed by living spirits. One can argue that in India, particularly rual
and tribal areas, there is a widespread belief that some deities reside in tree, stones alt
mountains. Therefore it has been seen that people engage in the worship of a particulaf
tree, stone mountajn.”

Polytheism: With the gradual develo ment o o
i ntinh there occur?
a change in the form of thinking, Polytheip i, e i

2 sm is the next stage to fetishism. In this
stage, man had classified god and eve s -

: Iy natural f;  Each g0
had some definite function and his scope a iy presiding deity

nd area of action was determined.

NOTES
NOTES

CHEcCK YOUR PROGRESS

1. What is the main subject matter of theological state?
2. What is the second stage of the evolution of human mind?
3. What is the other name for Comteian fetishism?

thinkin : €ry term monotheism imp;j level of huma®

thmkmgg Zbeli)efhllégne godhadreplaced the earlier beliefin mI;ri;Sg,Sctlsm};h: monothels 2.3 HIERARCHY OF SCIENCES

Lo o : g. inth;;?&rgi;ih?m vy reasilsl o) g i fsci is another theory posited by Comte that gained importance in
responsible for the maintenance ot: (l)rilsetr’?;fl"ed that one God is supreme and that b€ The hierarchy of sciences is an Iy p y ga po

the realm of sociology. This theory is related closely to the law of the three stages. As
mankind moves on from one stage to another, evolving from the knowledge of every

Stract thinking marks the s fhuﬂ‘an through every step, though at a different ratfe. ‘Atny kmd of kr}owledge reaches the ‘:
s g10 Comte, each successive sta ecf)nd stage in the evolution O fief positive stage early in proportion to its generahty,. Sln:lpll(:lty, and .mdependence of other |
mogr: With the gradual improvement in huma 8¢ 1S an improvement upon the © o departments.” Thus, we notice that astrology, which is the most simple and general type |
e emglcate The theologica] state was not arcllmmd, human problems also be onfs of all natural sciences, developed first anfi was followed by cl.)emlstly, bxo_logy and physics.

e ntly. Tl.le appearance of conflicting ap eQUaFe to tackle these improv® nted Sociology comes last in this list of sciences. Tl‘1e evolution and develppmeqt of the
gehe:;nt;a v::}l-:Ch could not be Successfully taclflpposne forces in the world pres 11 sciences depended upon the development of the sciences that came before it in a hierarchy
Asingle god ~semegodwas TeSponsible for 2 by.monotheism It was diffi® o marked by the law of increasing complexity.

god could not accoypg oy o Prehistoric creation as well as dest¥" : 0GY

resolve this inteflec OF Simultaneoyg ¢rent: SWe gt | SOCIOL
thinkin t‘}al query, metaphysica] iy 1 Creation and destruction. In of! ical
: & People believe thyt gwas d taphy®
in the world M 3 an abS'IaCt pow eVeloped. Underme p 61115

- Vietaphysical minq disregardse:g Oorforce guides and determines the
Scientific or positiye state eliefin the presence of several £06* l BIOLOGY
ThiS state is the m

ost ady. :

knowledge is bag eand deye o

? edupg . 'eloped fy . !

>Ctmeans to ¢, %) Specul'atlon and is at brm Ofthe human mind. All metaphysg o
beliefor temperam 25 0fme 3.311 nferential knowle dge. Ther e o I:@@—_—
satisfied wj °it. The moq taphysica] knowledge: it ; matt®

With mere gues ac €mpery Wledge; it is purely 2 o
confirmed. The PositivseWo ; OrI)osliTtlient Ofman is such that it cannOt
are gathered by obSCrVati n Sclelltiﬁc s ve IQ}OW1edge which canbe scien f acﬂ
are the beginning o SCieZt'?-nd XPerience edge is bageq upon facts, and the*”. ¢, ’ PHYSICS
c i 1 - Lhe . e ntion 0L

cOme establigheq 2 are qne OS¢ facts we generalize 8% g0
Superstition, A, . 818 thopgy o1 1_be Telied upop ; s i g / NOMY |
MUst have ppgee o CIB10 Omte, Y Tationa anq ; POnIn gathering and class bgli@{ ljﬂko

e thmugh th 1W,o €hury ¢ enflt there is no place for arly siﬂ"’iég Fig. 2.1 Hierarchy of Sciences SiEdeeaT
Self-Instructional Car hOre reaching the state Ofpo ] Stﬂt
24

Material

theological and metaphysic®

step, similarly, scientific knowledge also passes from one stage to the next, evolving

Material

25




Auguste Comte

NOTES

Self-Instructional
26 Material

The most independent and complex of all sciences are the social sciences. These
developed after the other distinct sciences emerged and definitely helped in the completion
of the modern, positive method. The sciences that evolved prior to the social sciences
had just prepared the groundwork. The general sense of the natural law developed
through the social sciences. This was possible as social science employs all the resources
that physical sciences did, and also uses the historical method which investigate by
gradual filtration, unlike other methods that investigate by comparison. The chief
phenomenon in sociology that is the gradual and continuous influence of generations
upon ee}ch other would be misguided or unnoticed for want of the necessary key historical
analysis. Sociology, like all other later sciences, also depended on the special

methodological characteristics, Tt mostly depended on biology which, in turn, developed

frgm the study of organic wholes, Sociology also s
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examined by social statics, the rules of succession are studied by social dynamics. The
two combine to fulfil the needs of study of the modern society. He assigned prime
importance to religion and language as serving as the vessels wherein the culture, nature
and thoughts of our ancestors are held. As we participate in the linguistic universe, we
are part of a linguistic community. We relate to each other as we understand each
other’s language; without this collective tool, maintaining a social order is completely
impossible.

In addition to acommon language, acommon religion is also essential to stabilize
a social order. Religion permits men to love their fellow men and to overcome their €gos.
It is a strong bond that holds a society together in a common cult and common syste.m of
beliefs. Religion is the base of social order. The third factor that binds men is the division
of labour. According to Comte, men who share the same type of labour, form a fraternity.
The extent of this division of labour leads to social complexities and complications. The
system of division of labour bonded people together as t_hey were dependent on others
for the completion of their work. On the other hand, thls.saxpe system Pr_omoted and
nurtured the growth of capitalism and materialism. Social institutions like religion, language
and division of labour, according to Comte, are not important in their own accord; rather,
the contributions of these institutions in furtherance of social devetopment are more
important for sociologists. The parts and the whole ofa social system need to be conr}ected
harmoniously. Political institutions, social manners, laws and rules need to be consolidated

in order to develop humanity.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

4. What do you understand by social dynamics?
5. State the distinction between social statics and dynamics.

2.4 SUMMARY

i ted on a consistent form of thought.
ine to Comte, a stable social order res . ; :
) ggz:.fsgllf o(\))vn thought as leading to the establishment of a more stable, industrial

order. :
o Comte saw this relationship between thought and practice as a natural Father
th(;;na causal one and saw thought as evolving naturally toward the kind of

philosophy which he was formulating and recommending.

o The subject matter of sociology is society. It studies the structure of the society

and the set of rules governing its functions. 1 ; :
4 inciples which help society to stay integrate
i o explore these principles ¥ :

° Sgsli(:z%;iscordl;ng to him it is highly important that the law of sociology
should be scientific. [ ) )

e The method of sociology includes observation as well as experimentation.
Observation must be guided by a theory of social phenomena.

e Each branch of knowledge passes through three stages, theological or fictitious,
metaphysical or abstract, and scientific or positive.

e Social statics is concerned with the present stsucture of the society. It studies the
current laws rule and present condition of the society.

Auguste Comte
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UNIT 3 HERBERT SPENCER

Structure
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3.4 Summary

3.5 Key Terms
3.6 Answérs to ‘Check Your Progress’

3.7 Questions and Exercises
3.8 Further Reading

NOTES

3.0 INTRODUCTION

Like Comte, Spencer saw in sociology the potential to unify the sciences, or to develop
what he called a ‘synthetic philosophy’. He believed that the natural laws discovered by
natural scientists were not limited to natural phenomena; these laws revealed an underlying
order to the universe that could explain natural and social phenomena alike.

According to Spencer’s synthetic philosophy, the laws of nature applied to the
organic realm as much as to the inorganic, and to the human mind as much as to the rest
of creation. Even in his writings on ethics, he held that it was possible to discover laws

of morality that had the same authority as laws of nature.

3.1 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to:
e Analyse the theory of social evolution and its stages as developed by Spencer

e Understand the concept of Social Darwinism
e Differentiate between military, industrial and ethical state

e Explain the concept of organic analogy
e Analyse Spencer’s concept of society and individual

3.2 SOCIAL DARWINISM

Herbert Spencer was born in Derby, England on27 April 1820. He was the only one
of the nine children in his family to survive infancy. His father was a teacher of

mathematics and science but, ironically, did nothold this institutional enterprise in very
high esteem and, along with Spencer ’s uncle,.taught the young Herbert at home. He
thus received formal training only in mathematics and physics. ‘

Given his scientific inclinations, Spencer procured a job as engineer for the London

and Birmingham Railroad, eventually be(.zoming its'chief engineer but later resigning to
edit a magazine called the Economist. His first major publication was an article in the
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Nonconformist entitled “The Proper Sphere of Government’, a sphere which Spencer
decided was extremely limited. In 1953 he gave up his job. In 1862, Spencer’s first book,
First Principles of a New System of Philosophy was published. In 1867 was published
the multi-volume work called Principles of Biology. Another multi-volume work,
Principles of Psychology, was published in 1872 followed by Principles of Sociology
in 1896. His eight-volume study on descriptive sociology was published during 1873
1894. In 1873 was published his highly acclaimed book, The Study of Sociology.

Spencer believed that the knowledge of society is a science and can be achieved
only by scientific methods. While analysing his theory of evolution, Spencer divided the
Universe into two segments: Known and Unknown. The segment of Unknown relates
to religion and its subject matter is God and Soul. The Unknown has nothing to do with

science, it is beyond the realm of science and irrelevant to science, Science pertains to
the segment called Known. According to Spence
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at large is supposed to have undergone and those latest changes which we ti‘ace in
society and products of social life’. Spencer maintained that the evolution of mankind
and human societies were only a part of the natural law that could be applied to all living
beings in this universe. Sociology can become a science only when it is based on the
idea of natural, evolutionary law. ‘There can be no complete acceptance of sociology as
a science so long as the beliefin a social order of conforming to naturel law, survives. ;

He put forward the theory that like physical evolution, in social evolution also there is a
movement from simple to complex. The society is gradually moving from homogenous

structure to heterogeneous structure. Besides, society is also moving from indefinite

state to definite state.

The progression from complex to simple is a part of universal change. This is
manifested in geological, climatic, as well as organic changes. on‘ti'le Earth’s surface.
This universal phenomenon may be noticed in the growth of any mdmd_ual organism, the
culmination of all races coming together, or even the evolution of the busw social structure
The movement from simplicity to complexity is present in the evolution of the religious,
political and economic aspects of the social progress. All concrete and abstract human
activity bears witness to this universal movement.

The advance from the simple to the complex through a process of successive
differentiations is seen alike in the earliest ciia_nges oi’ the Universe. It is seen in the
geologic and climatic evolution of the Earth;.lt is seen in tile unfolding of every smgie
organism on its surface; it is seen in the evolution of I'iu'mamty,. whether contemplatefi in
the civilized individual, or in the aggregate of races; itis seen in the evolution of society
in respect of its political, its religious and its economic organization; and it is seenin the
evolution of all those endless concrete and abstract products of human activity.

According to Spencer, the theory of social evolution is divided into two stages.
These are: W
(i) The movement from simple t'o compounu societies T
This evolutionary stage is seenin the followmg four types of societies in
terms of evolutionary levels; simple somety, compound society, doubly
compound society, triple compound society. 4l ' .
(a) Simple societies: This .is the most primitive society without any
complexities and consisting of several families.

Compound societies: This society is basically a clan society, which
A means many simple societies make up this compound society.

ieties: her aggregation of
ompound societies: Through furt aggr gatic
© D(;::b(:znfl socli)eties develops doubly compound socnety consisting of
zgvefal clans compounded into tribes or tribal society.

(d) Triple compound societies: In this society, tribes are organized into

nation-states. This is the present form of the world.

2 ilitary to industrial society
@ Cnange fr(;m :;:lllsttrui,ture depends on the relation of a society to other
This type gnificant environment. While the military society is
i oo .mdl by ‘compulsory cooperation’, industrial society is based upon
?hmaem yration’. Secondly, while the military society has a centralized
vouptay Cooﬂ}:: industrial society has a decentralized government. Thirdly,
gm{emmen:iitmy society has economic autonomy it is not found in industrial
:(I)Tileett;/l eTrlrie chief characteristic of military society is the domination of

Herbert Spencer
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State over all social organizations, In the industrial State, on the other hand,

tpe functions of the State are limited. Most of the societies in the present
time are industrial societies. :

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. What according to Darwin is ‘natural selection’?
2. What are triple compound societies?

3.3 EVOLUTION OF STATE
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3.3.1 Organic Analogy

Herbert Spencer’s theoretical idea of organic analogy was influenced by biology. His
initial connection to biology helped him draw an analogy between the society and the
biological organism. According to him, societies are akin to living bodies. As germs
originate from a minuscule organism, similarly, societies also grow and evolve. He also
argues that society is made up of organized systems, just like an organism; the same
definition of life applies to both society and biology. Only when we witness the growth,
maturity and decay of a society and the transformations passed through by aggregates
ofall orders, inorganic and organic, is there reached the concept of sociology as science.

The social structure is a living organism. It is made up of parts which can be
distinguished but which cannot survive or exist except within the framework of society.
Spencer wanted to explain clearly the nature of social structure by the help of this
theory. He believes that all individuals lose their individuality and becom'e apart of the
society. On the other hand, he is also an individualist, a firm advoc'ate qf tk.le lr‘lc'iependence
and rights of the individual. He only tried to point out certain striking similarities between
the individual living organism and society on account of which the individual may be
regarded as microcosmic society and society as macrocosmic individual. He argues:

It is also the character of social bodies, as of loving bodies, that while they
increase in size they increase in structure. Like a low animal, the embryo of a
high one has few distinguishable parts; but while it acquires greater mass, its
parts multiply and differentiate. It is thus with a society. At initial stage the
unlikeness among its groups of units are inconspicuous in number and degree,
but as population augments, divisions and subdivisions become more numerous
and more decided. Further, in the social organism as in the individual organism,
differentiation ceases only with that completion of the type which marks maturity

and precede decay.

Spencer drew a comparison between the society and individual thus:

(i) Different from inanimate bodies: .The _ﬁrst simile.arity betweena liVi.ng org_amism
and society is their difference from inanimate bodies. None of them is inanimate.
In inanimate objects, there is no growth and Qevelopmept, but on'tl.le other h?md,
there is continuous growth and develppment inboth soglety_and hvmg_ organism.
Thus, on account of their common d1ﬁ“erenc§ fF0m the inanimate bodies, society
and li’ving organism may be regarded to be similar. ALl
o change in structure: The second similarity in
i vine organism is that increase of qqantity in both lea.ds to cl?ange in
:t?:ilrestgl?:ttlxrlg:cgcgrging to Spencer, living organism starts from bfmiat 1t1}11nc§i11ular
creature: with the increase in cells, differentiation of organs results. At the higher
’ : .n. the structure of the body becomes quite clomplex..Slrmlar is th.e
i ofevolupon,m the beginning, the structure of society is very simple. At this
o S'oc{et'}cli. 1 does all the work by himselfand there is no differentiation of
ik .each ik himselfis a craftsman, hunter, sculptor, etc. But with the
R LA in society, the structure of society becomes increasingly
4 creasing differentiation of functions in s_ociety. Like the
the functions in society become specialized.

(i) Increase in quantity leadst

quantitative incre .
complex and there 1S 10
organs of the organism,
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(iii) Change in structure leads to change in functions: With the change in the
structure in organisms and communities, there results a change in their functions.
The functions become more and more sophisticated and specialized.

(tv) Differentiation as well as harmony of organs: While it is true that with the
evolution there develops greater differentiation in the organs of society as also

that of an individual, but along with this, there is also harmony between various

organs. Each organ is complementary t i,
true both for the body of a 'y to the other and not opposed. This holds

living organism and society.
(_V) Loss of an organ does not necessarily result in the loss of organism: The

tnecessarily result in the dearh of an organism. Ifan
L . 18 not . Y
Similarly, in the case e necessz'iry that this may result in his dea%h,

Similarly, ina society,

fulfil their respective roleg ransportsystem

> Production and distribution systems» €%

i G
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3.
State the three stages of the evolution of
4. State one similarity betw, s
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e The society is gradually moving form homogenous structure to heterogeneous
structure.

o According to Spencer the theory of social evolution divided into two stages— the
movement from simple to compound societies, and change from military to industrial
society. ';‘

e According to Spencer, the social structure is a living organism. It is made ﬁp of
parts which can be distinguished but which cannot survive or exist except within
the frame work of society. -

1

3.5 KEY TERMS

o Simple societies: Primitive society without any complexities and consisting of
several families. :

o Compound societies: Many simple societies make up a compound society.

o Doubly compound societies: Through further aggregation of compound
societies develops doubly compound society consisting of several clans compounded
into tribes or tribal society.

e Organic analogy: Theory that holds that societies are akin to living organisms.

3.6 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

1. The evolution of species or societies, for Spencer, is a matter of the ‘survival of
the fittest’. Darwin’s term for this notion is ‘natural selection’, ?nd he was Iatc?r to
suggest that he actually preferred Spencei’s phrase. According to this notion,
evolutionary processes filter out unfit species.
In triple compound societies, tribes are organized into nation-states. This is the
present form of the world. o |
3. The State is based upon the authoritx of powerful 1iici1wd1ials. It evolves into three
stages: (i) Military State, (ii) Industrial State and (iii) Fthl(.:al Stjate'_
4. The first simildrity betweena living f)rgainsm and §001e_ty is thell: difference i’rom
v TS te bodies. None of them is inanimate. In manimate cibjects, there isno
' g]rzr;tr?i:nd development, but on the other hand, there is continuous growth and

development in both society and living organism.

37 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

1. List two of Spencer’s famous works. . . |
2. Why did Spencer use the term «survival of the fittest’ in relation to sociology?
. Why did Spe

3. What are the stages of the social evolution theory?

4. Write a short note on the Military Staite.
5. Why is Spencer’s Ethical State imaginary?
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Long-Answer Questions

1. Elaborate on the theory of organic analogy.
2. Discuss Spencer’s idea of social evolution,

3. Howhas Spenser differentiated between society and individual? Discuss.

4. Write a descriptive note on ‘Social Darwinism’

3.8 FURTHER READING

UNIT 4 EMILE DURKHEIM

Structure

4.0 Introduction
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4.4 Summary

4.5 Key Terms

4.6 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’

4.7 Questions and Exercises

4.8 Further Reading

4.0 INTRODUCTION

Emile Durkheim offered a more coherent theory than any of the other sociological
theorists. He articulated the concepts in a rather clear, theoretically oriented manner
and used it in a variety of specific works. Supporters would say that the-clarity in
Durkheim’s thinking stems from this coherence, whereas detractors might contend that
the clarity is the result of the comparative simplicity ofhis theory. Whatever the case, it
is certainly easier to realize the real essence of Durkheim’s thinking than that of other

classical theorists.
The heart of Durkheim’s theory lies in kis concept of social fact. Durkheim
differentiated between the two basic types of social facts —material and non-material.

Although both of these occupied a place of causal priority in his theorizing, material

social facts (for example, division of labou, dynamic density and law) were not the most

important large-scale forces in Durkheim’s theo
non-material social facts. He dealt with anumber o
collective representations and social currents. .

Durkheim’s study of suicide is 2 good illustration of the .signiﬁcance qf non-r.naten‘a]
social facts in his work. In his basic causal model, changes in non-material social facts

retical system. His main focus was on
fthem, including collective conscience,

of suicide — egoistic, altruistic, anomic and fatalistic — al}d.showed how each is atfect.ed
by different changes in social currents. The study of suicide was taken by Durkheim
and his supporters as the evidence that sociology has a legltlrpate place in th'e §oc1a1
Sciences. After all, it was argued, if sociology cou.ld sxplain, o act 33 sulcide a8
individualistic, then it certainly could be used to explain other, less individual aspects of

social life,

In his later work, Durkheim focused on another aspect of culture, called ‘religion’.

In his analysis of primitive religion, Durkheim sought to show Fhe rogmoliel pion i the
Social structure ffsociety It is society that defines certain things as sacred and others

as profane, Durkheim demonstrated the social sources of religion in his analysis of
Primitive to.temism and its roots inall social structures of the clan. Furthermore, totemism

Was seen as a specific form of the collective conscience manifested in a primitive society.
/ U
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Its source, as well as the source of all collective products, lies in the process of collective

effervescence. In the end, Durkheim argued that religion and society are one and the
same — two manifestations of the same general process.

‘ Since he identified society with God, and also because he deified society, Durkheim
§1d not urge.for a social revolution. Instead, he should be seen as a social reformer
mnterested in improving the way the society functions. Whereas Marx saw irreconcilable
differences between capitalist and workers, Durkheim believed that these groups could

- Heurged that these associations should be set up

athologies of ivisi
p g the modern division of labour. However in the end, such narrow, structural

it
modern world. Here, Durkheim inv1 h the broader cultural problem that pla

. : ested some hope in the cyr tem of
collective morality that he Jabe]led asthe ‘cult of th(I; individuCaLllflous S

———
41 UNIT OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you wil] he able to:

® Assess Emile Dyrkp,

2 eim’s contribhns .
Heorn tribution to the growth and evolution of sociolO:‘;»rlcal

° Analyse sociology ag 4 science

® Describe the division of lab

Emile Durkhein W

a }ong line of rabbizsi,S ::5?1? o
1S teens, he rejected hig

lifelong interest {

with his religioy
focus on literary

81in Ep;
: i
Mself studieq o aprnal,.France_ He was the descendent ©

His appetit :
€xposed to thl:: scii;f](t)irﬁsz oy
Immediately afte; h
his concepts, in
position ip the d

h .
nreligion f;:: = and becy, - However, by the time he Wai 11;
46 aca mic j Ostic, Fr rds, 11
:nt;a:e:& ' T € Same wasms(:ead oftheologica;mI:I;1 (\?V\ZSOI?;: zatisﬁe
the mora] principles re ue_tlcdmatters_ Case witp, his general education and its
s 2 II‘e t s c o 4 .
a 0 .
st aer 01 e g s ool o OUEEOR L
sozlj[(r)ll Utlnghto the more ida;lc:d lfnstea Striveg o - C didnot opt for a traditio?”
ogy, t 0 : Oacqn; = g 0
T h?t]a : gf;;e \zgre 0 Specif, ﬁelilo Y. Even ¢ quire the scientific trammg_ﬁc
Philosophy iy , numbe: gg;ociology At tha :ixas ISnterested in s;lgzn
TOVingig) €. So between 1
as Schog]g
Clted ?
.. PSycholggy O Mrthepy
IS Visitto (g, oY Ding s 0¥ atrip tg e WS
part. gn 1. 3¢Man Durg Plongeray P10 Germany, where b

. A ; I
> O his expye €im b Vilhelm Wundt, In the Y62

i 1
“1eda gooq deal of works, bas_li ;

Oph * Hlese Ser
S€in é)ogattheU .~ PUblicatioy ¢ helped him gail

¢
Bordeauyx in 1887. The!

7

; o s
fench unjyersity, This W

particularly impressive accomplishment because only a decade earlier, a furore had
erupted in a French university by the mentioned Auguste Comte due to a student
dissertation. Durkheim’s main responsibility, however, was the teaching of courses in
education to school teachers, and his most important course was the area of moral
education. His goal was to communicate a moral system to the educators who he hoped
would then pass it to young people in an effort to help reverse the moral degeneration he
saw around him in the French society.

The years that followed were characterized by a series of personal successes for
Durkheim. In 1893, he published his French doctoral thesis, 7he Division of Labour in
Society, as well as a thesis on Montesquieu. His major methodological statement, 7%e
Rules of Sociological Method appeared in 1895, followed (in 1897) by his empirical
application of those methods in the study Suicide. By 1896, he had become a full professor
at Bordeaux. In 1902, he was called to the famous French university, the Sorbonne, and
in 1906 he was named as ‘the professor of the science of education’, a title which was
changed in 1913 to ‘professor of the science of education and sociology’. His other
famous work, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, was published in 1912,

Presently, Durkheim is most often thought of as a political conservative, and his
influence within sociology certainly has been a conservative one. However during his
time, he was considered as a liberal. This was exemplified by the active public role he
played in the defence of Alfred Dreyfus, and Jewish army captain whose court-martial
for treason was felt by many to be anti-Semitic.

Durkheim was deeply offended by the Dreyfus affair, pardcglarly its anti-Semitism.
However, Durkheim did not attribute this anti-Semitism to racism among the Frel_lch
people. Characteristically, he saw it as a symptom of the moral sickness confronting
French society as a whole. He made the following remark:

“When society undergoes suffering, it feels the need t9 find someope
whom it can hold responsible for its sickness, on whom it can avenge ts
misfortunes; and those against whom public opinion alrejady discriminates
are naturally designated for this role. Thege a_lre n pana'hs Who serve as
expiatory victims. What confirms me in this mterpretatlon is the way in
esult of Dreyfus’s trial was greeted in 1894. Tllere was a.
the boulevards. People celebrated as a triumph what
should have been a cause for public mourning. At least thffy kneyv WE(-)mh
to blame for the charge: economic troubles and moral dlstresshmd“;) ic
they lived. The trouble came ffrotm] ;[)Irli Jti\?fnsg.s”l;llx:ezgsrsiee mz o :f)‘;
officially proved. By this very fact aiot,

getting better and people felt consoled.’

which the
surge of joy in

Dreyfus affair stemmed from his deep and lifelong
s confronting modern society. To Durkheim, the
e like it lay ing the moral disorder in society.
i and crises like it lay inendingt
grilszséeirt to thlc:,i Dri}};?csl zfzgtililflikly or easily, Durkheim sug‘gested government eﬂ"orts.to
dont couldno it is being misled. He urged people to hgve thc? courage to proclaim
alOl}tlt\iiplt]ghc htil)]\:VnL and to unite together in order to achieve victory in the struggle
hat they ; 0.347)

agai : » (Lukes, 1972; p- 347)- . _
gamst public n.iac,lneSS 2(8/1 962) interest in socialism is also taken as ey1dence against
the ideal?}? rtk}}: em;ss ; :;Znservative but his kind of socialism was very different from the

athe w ’

Thus, Durkheim’s interest in th'e.
interest in morality and the moral crisl
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4.2.1 Mechanical and Organic Solidarity and Social Fact

The first major book of Durkheim, De la division du travail social, was also his doctoral
thesis. He was deeply influenced by the theories of Auguste Comte. Not surprisingly,
the relationship or link between the individual and the collective forms the theme of the
book. Through thisbook, Durkhcim wishes to find out, ‘how cana multiplicity of individuals
achieve what is the condition of social existence, namely a consensus?”

Onthe icsolidari, ¢
unity of the cztll;:?tliav?govrvg;;lﬁ i:ildantx se ized by consensus on the coherent
individuals differ from t;ach ot esdpla.ce py €xpressing differentiation. Here, the
Durkheim calls the solidarity baseq (;S:h th.ls d‘ﬁé.rence is the reason for the consensus-

i s o Berentiation of individuals,organic” solidarty
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primitive societies, individyalg the h‘StQHCal dev

conscio ‘ : . 1
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Durkheim believed that collective consciousness is ‘the body of beliefs and
sentiments common to the average members of a society’. These beliefs and sentiments
have an existence of their own..However, the collective consciousness requiring an
individual’s sentiments and beliefs to continue, is logically separate from individual
consciousness. The development of collective consciousness takes place according to
its own set of rules and law's and is not merely the expression or the outcome of individual
consciousness.

There are different levels of collective consciousness in different social orders.
According to Durkheim, wherever societies are dominated by mechanical solidarity, the
greater part of individual consciousness is adopted by the collective consciousness. In
such situations, a major share of existence is governed by social imperatives and
prohibitions. Durkheim suggested that these prohibitions and social imperatives should
not be embraced by the members of a society based on mechanical solidarity, on their
own or of their own accord. Instead, these are imposed on the majority. An individual
gives in to such imperatives just as he would to a higher authority. The force of this
collective consciousness coincides with its degree. In primitive societies, there exists a
resentment against crime as well as collective consciousness. Each act of social existence,
such as religious rites, is characterized by a deep level of accuracy. The details of what
ought to be done and thought, are imposed by the collective consciousness on individual
members. On the contrary, Durkheim says that in societies characterized by the difference
between individuals, more often than not, each individual is free to believe, to want and
to act as he wishes. For Durkheim, organic solidarity probably meant a loosening of the
hold that collective consciousness has on the sphere of existence; a reduction in collective
reaction against the imposed prohibitions, and most ofall, scope for individual analysis of

social imperative.

You can comprehend Durkheim’s suggestions wit!a the following example. In a
primitive society, the demands of justice will. be determined accurately b)( col‘lecnve
sentiments. In societies characterized by diviglon of labour, the demands ijusuce will
be formulated by the collective consciousnes§ in a general manner and Pnly ina concept.
In the first example, justice implies that a given person receives a given thmg. Inthe
at justice demands is that each one receives his due. This ‘due’

whi i
second example, h are not really free in the true sense of the

comprises several probable things, whic

word nor are they unambiguously fixed. " l
i i the core of his entire sociology. For him

Durkheim proposed a thought which was socio For him,

anindividual is bgrnpof society, and not the other way round. The h1stor1c§l priority of
societies in which the individuals rescmble one another, are so to speak lost in the whole,

over societies whose members have acquired both awareness in their individuality and

the capability to express it. Collectivist societies, societies in which each one resembles

. time. From this historical priority, there results a rationale of
;;Zﬁ?;;ﬁ:}fggggﬁ;nof social phenomena. The divis?on oflabour is seen by many
as the gain made by individuals by dividing the task so as to increase the volume produced
of the collectivity. However, this clarification asan understanding of' individual beh.av'lour
is considered by Durkheim as reversal of a trug orfief. By believing th'at men divided
work between themselves, and assigned each md}v1dual a task of his OWI 50 25 to
increase the collective output and its usefulness, one 18 presuming tt.lat. each md1v1du'al 18
different and also conscious of his diﬁ'ereqqe bef9re social differentiation. Ifl?urkl}em.l’s
historical idea is true, their awareness of infilwduaht){ co’uld ngt last before organic sollda}nty
and the division of labour. Therefore, itis l?urkhenn s bell_ef that t.he‘ratlonal pursuit of
increased output cannot offer an explanation for social differentiation, as this pyrsuit
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presumes that very social differentiation which it js expected to explain. The outline of

Durkheim’s central idea, which he uses
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which belong to the same token to the group of cooperative legislation. They are less the
expression of the sentiments common to a collectivity than the organization of regular
and ordered co-existence among individuals who are already differentiated.

Modem society is not based on agreement anymore than the division of labour is
explained by the rational decision of individual to increase the common productivity by
dividing the tasks among them. If modern society were a contractualist society, then it
would explain in terms of individual behaviour, and it is exactly the opposite of what
Durkheim degirés to show. While opposing contractualists like Spencer, as well as the
economists, Durkheim does not reject that in modem societies, an increasing responsibility
is indeed played by contracts freely accomplished among individuals. However, this
contractual agreement is a derivative of the arrangement of the society and a derivative
of the state of the collective consciousness in the modern society. In order for an
increasingly wider sphere to exist in which individuals may freely reach agreement
between themselves, the society must first of all have a legal structure which authorizes
free choice on the part of individuals. In other words, inter-individual contracts take
place within a social background which is not determined by the persons themselves. It
is the division of labour by differentiation which is the original condition for the existence
of the sphere of agreement. Contracts are accomplished between individuals, but the
order and set of laws according to which these agreements are concluded are determined
by the legislation which in tum expresses the idea shared by the whole society of the just |

and the unjust, the permissible and the prohibited.

The society in which the organic type of solidarity exists is not defined by the

replacement of agreement for community. Nor is the modern society defined by the

substitution of the industrial type for the military type. Modem society is defined first and
foremost by the phenomenon of social demarcation of which contmgtuahsm is the result.
Now we must look for the reason of the phenomenon we are studying, the reason qf the
organic solidarity or of social differentiation seen as an mgemeng chara.ctenstlc of
modemn societies. It is not a priori, and it may even be unsightly that one can indeed find

the reason of the phe iety. Durkheim, however, wants to decide the reason of

hole of soc s .
:;ii?nzgﬁz Xrgugh which he has examined the growth of the division of labour in

modern societies.

As we have seen, we aré dealing here witha basically social phenomenon. When

.o is essentially social, the reason, in harmony with the
th? pl'lenlor?ﬁnﬁotoeg:g%ﬁ::g; :md effect, leo ought to be social. Thus, we do away
pl?tllll c:ll:a. odiv(i)d ualgx st explanation. Curiously, Durkheim ge.ts ridofan explan.atlon whigh
g(l)mte;l:i also considered as eliminated, i.e., the explanation whereby t!le vital factor in
social growth was held to be boredom, of the effort to overcome or avoid boredom. He
also di%::usses the search for happiness as an €xp la1.1at10n, fpr, he.sa.ys » nothing proves
that men in modern societies are happier than men m ar ghalc societies. . .

The division of labour cannot be explgined l?y boredom or by the pursuit (;fh?lypmess
or by the increase of pleasure or by the V\flsh to increase the productivity of co ective
labo}ll;r The division of collective labour, beinga social phenomenon, can only be explained
by anc;ther social phenomenon as a mixture of the quantity, the material density and

moral density of the society. o i )
ty £ SOcietyissimplythenumberofmdmdualsbelongmgto aparticular
The quantity tity is not the basis of social differentiation. In order for

collectivity. However, only quan
quantity — increase in number

—to bring about differentiation, there must also be both

nomenon which is not simple and isolable, but which is ratheran |
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_ Contagionand epidemic are taken by Durkheim as two phenomena. This distinction
is q.m.te useful. Firstly contagion should be called an inter-individual one, or evenan
individual phgnomenon. This type of phenomencn proceeds from one individual to another.
Howe\.rer, asinthe case of an epidemic, there is something else besides the process of
contagion that comes into play. The epidemic is a collective phenomenon whose basisis
the whole of the society but it may be transmitted by contagion

The phenomenon of imitatién is the determining factor in the conception of the

suicide rates, as statically analysed by Durkheim, The process of refutation is as follows:

According to the process, if we consider suicig _ ble
tosee the geographical distribution of syic; Cide to be contagion, then we would be 2

According o Durkhejpy,
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Egoist men and women are those who think primarily of themselves, especially
when they are not integrated into a social group, and when the desires that motivate
them are not limited to the measure compatible with human destiny by the social authority
of the group. Such persons commit suicide more often than others when they come
across these situations. The second type of suicide is the ‘altruist suicide’. There are
two principle examples given in Durkheim’s book. The first example is required by the
collectivity, which is observed in ancient societies; that is, after the death of her husband
the widow who agrees takes her place on the pyre to be burned alive with her dead
husband. In this example, the suicide that is attempted is through the complete
disappearance of the individual into group, and the suicide does not take place because
of an excess of individualism. The individual does not even think of asserting his right to
live, but instead chooses death in conformity with social imperatives.

Similarity, altruist suicide can be said to be committed by the captain of the ship
who chooses not to survive its foss. The individual suppresses his own instinct of self-
preservation. He obeys the orders of the group to sacrifice himself'to the internalized
social imperatives. Taking an example of modemn times, we can look at the increase in
the number of suicide rates in the professional body, the army. Suicide is committed a
little more often by the soldiers than the civilians of the same age and class. Soldiers
especially who are non-commissioned officers, or who belong to a strongly integrated
group who commit suicide do not come into the category of the egoist suicide. Here,
commissioned officers are listed because enlisted men may regard their military status
as temporary, and they may combine obedience vyith a very great libefty i.n their e.valu.aﬁ.on
of the system. The final major form of suicide dlscussefi b.y Durkheim is anomic slnFlde
which interests him the most because of its characteristics of the model.-n da.uy. society.
The statistical correlation between the frequency of suicide and economic crisis can be

indicated by this type of anomic suicide. A tendency in periods of economic crisis is

indicated by the statistics. According to the statistical numbers, one can find a reduction

in the frequency of suicides in the times of great political events. For example, the
number of suicides during war time is smaller. ) Ny

i ic crisi f anomic suicide increases; and also

During the economic crisis, the frequency 0 i . ;i

with the rise i divorce rates the frequency of suicides goes up. Th; mﬂugnce ofdleome
on both men and women with regard to the frequency of suicide is stgc!led extensively
by Durkheim. The divorced woman s less likely tobe threatened by suicide as compared
to divorced man who is more likely tobe threatened by suicide. Because of the tolerance

of custom, man retains a certain freedom and finds equlhbnum and disciplilfe mmamage
Women, on the other hand, were more aptto find discipline than freedom in marriage as
article. After divorce the man returns to

it was written by Durkheim in a previous - Afte
indiscipline, to th}; disparity between desires and satisfaction. On the other hand, :;oman
after divorc:e feels more free and independent, and this partly compensates for the loss

of familial protection. There is endless competition among individuals as the social

ionsin li high, and also
i : anymore. The expectations in life are high, ;
existence is not ruled by customsfr ox)r’lnzt. The disproportion between the desires and

satisfaction is found to be in a conti ual rising mode l.eafling tomore suﬁ‘e.n'ngs ?t the
mental and physical levels Therefore, the suicidogenic impulse is on the rise. It is the

result of restlessness and dissatisfaction prevailing in the at?nosphe.re. |
cide which is mentioned briefly as a footnote in

fatalistic suicide. Anomic suicide is more likely
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more lil.cely to occur in situations in which there is excessive re gulation. According to
Da.xrkheun, th<? persons who are more likely to commit fatalistic suicide are the ‘persons
with futures pitilessly blocked and passions violently chocked by oppressive discipline’

(1897/1951:276). The perfect example for this icide wi who
takes his own life because of the type of suicide will be of a slave

his actions,

There E: :::is:]s f(‘) fsuicic‘le afeessenuany social even ifit is an individual phenomenon.
beginning is not ﬁzrcet;, ?“‘?lflogemc mmpulses’, occurring through society whose
ni o dividual but the collectivity. These forces are real and the

social circumstances because Iy '
( . \ces, uman bej
nskofhmtmgthelrsensﬂailiﬁes. °

sare the socia]
orces, . . )
another; anq fy, These social forces differ from one anothe®s

. M one group t . to
kheim socj Eoup to another. This gets us back
heterogeneosinrelaiont mdxvf 3 80C0rding to which the societies are by pafuf®
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ferent from the concept defined VY

hopelessness related to the oppressive regulations of

Modern societies at times show pathological symptoms and insufficient integration

of the individual into the collective. This type of anomic suicide, according to Durkheim,
corresponds to a rise in the suicide rate during times of economic crisis as well as in
times of prosperity, i.e., when activity is exaggerated, intercourse and competition are
amplified. These are inseparable from the society we belong to or live in, but which
become pathological after certain limits.

Durkheim believes that religion does not help to solve the issue of anomic suicides.
Religion is incapable of providing remedies for curing the pathological type of suicide.
What Durkheim thought was the basic demand for the group for reintegration was
discipline. Individuals are required to control their desires, obey rules and imperatives
that not only fix the objectives they set for themselves but also indicate the means to be
used rightly. In modern societies, not only are religions becoming more abstract but also
possess a level of intellectual ity. Even though they have lost their function of social
constraint to some extent, they encourage individuals to overcome their passions, to
follow spiritual law, but they are incapable of pointing out the rules to be obeyed in
secular life.

According to Durkheim, modern religions are now incapable of ensuring discipline
to the same degree as in the past. They hardly possess any authority over morals. It is
Durkheim’s belief that, if left to himself, man has unlimited desjres to motivate him.
Usually, an individual has infinite desires, but the first necessity of morality and of society
is discipline. Man requires to be disciplined by a superior force possessing the following

features:
o It has to be commanding

o It has to be lovable A

According to Durkheim, this force, which not only compels but also attracts can

come only from the society. A general theory of religion can be derived by analysing the

simplest and most primitive religious institutions. This statement provides Durkheim’s

leading idea, that is, it is possible to legitimately base the valid theory of higher religious
values on a study of the primitive forms of religion.

Durkheim felt that science is the supreme intellectual and moral authority in modemn
day societies, and that societies are not only individualist but also rationalist. Though it is
possible to transcend science, itis impossible to 1ignore Its teaching or challenges. Society
itself determines and supports the growth of individualismand nationalism. All societies
need common beliefs, which can no longer be .prov@e'd by trac}ltmnaI rehglon l?ecause
religion does not fulfil the needs of the scieptxﬁc §p1nt. The s1.mple solution given by
Durkheim is that science itselfis capable of dfsclosmg ﬁhat 'f‘ll Salfl and done, c.leep dOVYD,
religion is not in contradiction to science. His suggestion is to discover reality that lies
beneath all religions. Though religion isnota recfeatlon of science, it is capable .of
providing us the confidence in the ability of the society to offer itself in every age with

the goods it requires. Durkheim expresses this as follows —Religious interests are merely

the symbolic form of social and moral interests.” Religion essentially divides the world

into two kinds of phenomena:
e Sacred

e Profane o . .
Religion, therefore is not limited to the beliefin a transcendent god. Religions

ist wi le, the Buddhists believe that the id'ea of the supern.atm'al
Z::ls;g l:::g;g: dﬂazoird:);agfl% natural order. The sacred comprises a body of rituals,
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customs, rites, things and beliefs. Religion comprises the body of corresponding beliefs

andrites, when several sacred things maintain relations of coordination and subordination
with one another so as to form a similar system.

; Durkheim-deﬁnes reli.gion as follows — ‘A religion is an interdependent system of
beliefs and practices regarding things which are sacred, that is to say, apart, forbidden,

beliefs and practices which unite all those who follow them in a single moral community
calleda church.’

religious beliefs are considered to be held wihtin spir 5 ;
of the experience men have about the tn spirits. These spirits are the transfiguration

g : ir two-fold nature of bog ism

implies human o ody and soul. Natur1

Wolzﬂd indjcatezelill'lngs ‘:: ;zlllllppl.ng transfigur ed natural forces. Durkheim says that religion

she affirms, or to love . o e hallucination cigher to love spirits whose unreality he/
3 atural forceg transfigured merely by the means of fear.
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of ways. The most common way of transmission is through the mother, butitisnota
case of absolute regularity or of law. There are clan totems, but there are also individual
totems and totems of more widespread groups like matrimonial classes.

Every totem posses its emblem, also called blazon. Each clan has an object, such
as apiece of wood or even polished stones, on which the totem is symbolically represented.
Ordinary objects, called churinga, are transfigured the moment they carry the emblem
of the totem. They also get infused by the holy quality associated with the totem. In
modem societies, the flag is the equivalent of the churinga of the Australians. The flag
of a collectivity is considered sacred as far as the native land is concerned. It is the
equivalent of certain phenomena studied by Durkheim. Totemic things, or objects carrying
the symbol or emblem of the totem, result in behaviour distinctive of the religious order,
i.e., either the practice of non-participation or positive practices. The clan members
should avoid eating or touching the totem or the objects possessing similar holy quality of
the totem. They must exhibit several ways of respect with regard to the totem.

A sphere of holy comprises:
() The very plants or animals which are totem
(ii) The items bearing the representation of the totem

Eventually, the revered quality is conveyed to individuals. Holy things include
plants, animals, their representations, individuals connected to these sacred objects through
clan involvement. This realm of sacred things is prepared in a mgthodical manner. Thefe
are profane things towards which people behave .in an economic manner as economic
activities are considered the model of profane action itself.

Durkheim does not believe that totemism de'scenc.ls fr(?m ancestor worsh.ip.
According to him, primitive phenomenon mapifests itself in animal wgrshlp, plaf:mg
individual totemism as anterior to clan totemism. He does not accept Interpretations
according to which local totemism, i.¢., the attribution of atotemtoa ﬁxgd locality, is the
basic phenomenon. That is, for him, historically and logically, the totemism of the clan.

! . i fer to as external to profane things is
to him, what the Australians re f _ :
S ersonal force which is personified randomly in a plant, an

Dy fany of those. All worship and beliefis directed towards

animal or the representation 0
this impersonal and anonymous force.

Durkheim feels that society supports the rise of values because persons, brqught
together :Irld I?xlring in communication with one another, are capable of making the divine

create a religion through the exaltation of festivals. i

Durkheim alludes to the revolutiona_lry cu'lt. On the o(;:casmn of ﬂ%eh F:ench
Revolution, individuals were also seized with a kl_nd o£ Tacred eal%lf;rnst;scsl.1 e:i oedsmgsf
‘nation’ ‘li,berty’ and ‘revolution’ were charged w1tt.1 a escsle v:;l ; v Ip)ur Sy
turmoil a’re favourable to the collective exaltations whlch pro uceﬁ_l < Satcto 1 ety
admits that the exaltation during the French Revlolut.lon \fvas m;l::h (r:;e‘l,:,ﬂl bge amoment
new religion. But, he believed that other turmoil will arise :im ieon e
SlistErar soc,ieties will again be gripped by the sacred passion,

religions will originate.

Thus, the sociologi
eXpressed by the following plan:

. In totemism, human beings
It. Holiness s first connected to the co

cal understanding of religion takes two forms. One of these is

worship their own society even without understanding
{lective and impersonal force which symbolizes
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the society. The second version of the theory believes that societies are discarded to
giverise to gods or religions when they are in an exalted state. This takes place when

society progresses in direction to strengthen itself, In Australian tribes, this exaltation
takes place in the form of rituals, that exist even today.

Religion comprises a collection of beliefs . form
of a system of thought.- , éxpressed orally and taking on the 10

3 Sy;ﬁlzmphaslzedm Importance of two kinds of social phenomena:
e Rites

A lot of social behaviour is addressed not merely to objects but also to their

symbols. Human beings address their .
as well as their symboglss. tei somgl behaviourto these objects/things themselves:

¢ Negative riteg
¢ Positive rites

Thesenegative, nosit;
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Durkheim claimed that if we wish to understand the society, we must first try to
understand how their origin is related to religion. For him, religion begot other social
forms. Durkheim opined that it is the society that creates categories, and he refers to
these categories as collective creations. So, as societies form, categories are formed

too; but it is not done consciously. These categories precede individual experiences. It |

was along these lines that Durkheim tried to bridge the gap between seeing categories
as constructed out of human experience and as logically prior to that experience. We
understand the world by understanding social facts; for instance, we chiefly use calendar
to measure time, but calendar was invented to keep track of our social gatherings and
rituals; and these rituals have their origin in religion itself. Durkheim suggested that even
science has its roots in religion. Durkheim remarks that ‘religion gave birth to all that is

essential in the society’.

System of Classification

It is probable that man has always classified, more or less clearly, the things on which he
lived, according to the means he used to get them; for example, animals living in the
water, or in the air or on the ground. But at first, such groups were not connected with
each other or systematized. They were divisions, and distinctions of ideas, not schemes
of classification, Moreover, it is evident that these distinctions are closely linked to practical
concerns, of which they merely express certain aspects. The Australians do not classify
the universe between the totems of his tribe with a view to regulate his conduct or even
to justify his practice. It is because of the idea of the totem being fundamental for him
that he is under an obligation to place everythmg else that he knovys in relaf:lon toit.
Therefore, we may think that the conditions on which these very ancient classifications
are based may have played a key role in the origin of the classificatory function in

general. ‘

It is very simple to analyse how these c!assiﬁcaﬁons were modelh?d on the closest
and the most basic form of social organization. However, 1t is not going far enough.
Society was not just a model followed by the cl?sslﬁ(.:atory thought. I?aclomp nse(.l its own
divisions that served as divisions for the classification system. Soc;’th(iﬁteg‘oms Vl‘l’ler;
the first logjcal categories; classes of men Were the first classes of things into whic

these things were brought into integration. It happ'en.ed befhause men pfdoﬁﬁ aﬂﬁ ldenazged
themselves in the form of groups. Further, In their ideas they grou gs, and in

the beg; ing, the two means of grouping were merged to the point of becoming

in
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!0 the similar manner. Their regulaf fe equally diminishing extent presented by social

Variety, and so forth, stems from th oldest, and reaches the more recent and the more
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derivative. Ifthe tOtal.itY_ of things is viewed as a single system, it is because the society
1tse.lf 1S weweq na similar manner. Itis a whole; or rather it is the ex¢lusive whole to
which everything is related. Hence, logical hierarchy is just another aspect of social

hierarchy, and the unity of knowledge is nothing more than th . Hectivity,
enlarged to the universe. g e very unity of the colle

. Adqitionally, the ties.that unite the things within a group or different groups t0
;?:se:gll:tri :rn: ;h;;lmselves viewed as social ties. The expressions by which we refer t0
0SS imblicatinn.
than metaphors, phasess a moral implication; but whereas for us they are barely more

initially they meant what the i i

A : Y stood for. Things belonging to the same
class were actually taken as relatives of the individuals of theia N ong%nlg oups, and
hence, as a result, of each oth S e T
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its power of propagation ends. The states of an emotional nature necessarily possess the
same characteristic. It is not possible to say where they begin or where they end. They
lose themselves in each other, and mingle their properties in such a way that they cannot
be rigorously categorized. The pressure put forward by the group on all its members
does not allow the individuals to freely evaluate the notions which society itself has
elaborated, and in which it has placed something of its personality. These constructs are
sacred for the individuals. So, the history of scientific classification is, in the final analysis,
the history of the stages by which this element of social affectivity has progressively
weakened, giving more and more room to the individuals for reflective thought. However,
itis not the case that these distant influences which we have just studied have ceased to
be felt presently. They have left behind them an effect that is surviving; it is the very
cadre of all classification. It is the assembly of mental habits by virtue of which we
envisage things and facts in the form of coordinated or hierarchical groups.

CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

4, State the characteristics of modern society.
- 5. Differentiate between negative and positive rights.
6. Differentiate between concept and emotion.

44 SUMMARY

e The heart of Durkheim’s theory lies in his concept of social fact. Durkheim
differentiated between two basic types of social facts—material and non-material.

o Durkheim’s study of suicideis a good illustration of the significance of non-material
social facts in his work. In his basic causal model, changes in non-material social

facts ultimately cause differences in suicide rates.

e Durkheim differentiated among four types of suicide—<?goistic, altruistic, anomic
and fatalistic—and showed how each is affected by different changes in social

currents. :
i ly offended by the Dreyfus affair, partlwlgrly its anti-Semitism.
) I[-)I:)l:vk::enrn ];Vuariﬁzenl:l zllid notattribute this anti-Semitism to racism among the French

people.

e The basic feature of Durkheim’s sociology is its steady foundation in a very

: + epistemology. Actually, the intellectual career of the French
substantial and definite ¢p the incessant effort to build a sociological science

T . hliohtedby | .
f:i(t:llloz: (s)giis(ti ;’:i:t]:ril;lllcﬁ;cal foundation (in fact, the epistemological concerns form

the core of his research interests). ’ . .
: or book of Durkheim was De la division du travail social, which
® The first major1 thesis also and was highly influenced by Auguste Comte. The
was l.ns doctora ndividuals and the collective is the theme of this book which
relzi(t::n ll:twi::)w can a multiplicity of individuals achieve what is the condition
S€e. 0 KNow 92
of social existence namely a cONSensus’ N o
¢ Durkheim’s best known book is his study of suicide. His aim in this book was not

Iv to provide an account of suicide but also to illustrate how his methodology
only to p
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tchf)autl? be ;pplied to even thc.a most individual of acts. Durkheim in this book showed
0 whatextent the individuals are determined by the collective reality.

e The various ¢ isti :
haracteristics of modermn Society are social differentiation, organic

solidari i TN :
s Al o isins e st
; shou ;
related to the essence of modern societr}llot Beeaned as abriormal as they a2
o Allsophisticated classifications a

notsimply arranged by themselye e systems of hierarchized notions. Things are

S inhthe form ofisolated groups, but these groups
cach other and together form a single whole.

—— s

e Totemism: Abeliefi
2 Intotems or in kincl:
orin kinship through common affiliation to a totem

° Rabbi: A person trajned ; i
ained in Jewish [ay, ritual, and tradition and ordained for

leadership of 3 J ewi
: shc i
official ofa synagops Ongregation, especially one servin g as chief religious

e ———

* Moiety: Either of ty, Hmans

kinshj
make : : 1P grou Y
up a tribe o society Ps based op Unilatera] descent that together

centrally impg Y to belieye : :
el portant, and that a]] other i that ope s ethnic or cultural grouP 15

S : :
are measured in relation to 09° °
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e Density of population
e Intensity of communication
o Struggle for survival
5. Negative rites are interdicts such as prohibition of eating or touching. They develop
in the direction of all religious practices of asceticism. Positive rites, on the other
hand, are rites of communion aimed at promoting procreation or reproduction.

6. A concept is the notion of a clearly determined group of things; its limits may be
marked precisely. Emotion, on the contrary, is something essentially fluid and
inconsistent. Its contagious influence spreads far beyond its point of origin, extending
to everything about it, so that it is not possible to say where its power of propagation

ends.

4.7 QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short-Answer Questions

1. Write a briefnote on the early life of Durkheim.
2. What is the difference between repressive and restitutive law?

3. Write a short note on repressive law and collective consciousness.

4. State the concept of totemism in brief.

Long-Answer Questions

1. Name the sociologist by whom Durkheim was influenced. Discuss various elements

of this influence.
2. Describe how Durkheim relates to sociology as a science.

3. What is collective consciousness? Discuss its effects on the law.

4. What is the difference between mechanical solidarity and organic solidarity?

Describe with examples. .
5. Explain the four types of suicides as described by Durkheim.

6. Describe the theoretical importance of religion in the elementary forms of religious

life.
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